" Macaroni workgrs of the world
unite!

My eyes would glaze over in high school social studies class whenever
we covered the American labor movement.

Later it became more alive to me through the folk songs of Joan Baez
and Pete Seeger.

But now, when I research the newspapers and see how it affected the
Cumberland Macaroni Manufacturing Company, it suddenly hits home.

Can’t help but think what a sea change it must have been for the Nevy
brothers who started the macaroni business in 1916 and, twenty-two
years later, suddenly were faced with a whole new way
of dealing with their workers, some of whom may have been family and
friends of the family.

Another thought that came to mind was how, while we enjoyed our
visits to Cumberland, swimming at Minke’s, going to Constitution Park,
relishing Nonnie’s cooking and those sweet summer evenings by her rock
garden, all the while poor Nonno was dealing with disgruntled workers
and a plodding government bureaucracy. His after-dinner walks with us
must have helped him relax (I hope).

I’m including the headlines for historical background, from two major
wars to the Middle East to the red scare to the civil rights movement.

Joan Lander



This 1s the earliest
reference I found for the
United Macaroni Workers
union at the Cumberland
Macaroni Mfg. Company,
although the workers

had apparently already
organized three years
earlier under the
American Federation of

Labor.

Now it was a CIO affiliate
(Congress of Industrial
Organizations).

As progressive as they
were, neither of these
labor groups supported
equal pay for women.
(see article at right)
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Cumberland Evening Times
Sept.23, 1941

p6
Ten weeks before the
attack on Pearl Harbor
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Once the war started, the CIO and its
affiliated unions pledged to eliminate
strikes (altho that pledge was often
broken). The Cumberland factory
workers got behind the war effort.

Cumberland Evening Times
Dec. 8, 1942
p13



1943

The union organizing must

have made for some interesting
dynamics in a small(ish) town like
Cumberland. There was even a
Grassi negotiating opposite the
Nevy brothers.

The union sent a message
back to the home country.

The Cumberland News
Aug. 27,1943
p 16

Cumberland Evening Times
Aug. 26, 1943
P9



The pledge to eliminate wartime strikes meant that wage disputes between the
union and the factory had to go to arbitration with government labor boards.
The lowest paid worker at the factory made less than 50 cents an hour.

p 32

Mucoroni- Workers
Appeal Wage Case

Compony Joins Union in Seek-
ing Uniform Raise of Four
Cents an Hour

Dec. 10, 1943

The Cumberland News

Notice of appeal has been filed
by the United Macaroni Werkers!
Local 1132 (CIO) and the Cumber-
land Macaroni Co., from the recent
decision of the regional War Labor
Board graniing four cents an hour
to Jower paid workers and only one
cent. an hour fo ithe highest paid
workers. The sliding scale of wage
increases. communicated by Wage
Stabilization Director Frank C.
Pierson, is unsatisfaciory to both
the union and the company, it was
said today. and the two groups have
joined in ihe appeal.

Both the union and the company
point out ihat all incresaes in recent
years have been in uniform number
of cents per hour for all workers, so
that the higher-paid workers have
received relatively smaller increases
each time. The award which is now
rejected would grant_the higher-
paid less, Dot only rela.tive]y but
absolutiely.

Union officials paid tribute to
the cooperative atiitude of the com-
pany which is participating fully
in the appeal. It is believed that the
next step is submission to a panel
composed of representatives of labor,
industry and the public.

Cumberland Evening Times

Dec. 22, 1943

p1ll




The Cumberland News
May 18, 1944
p 17

1944

32—Help Wented—Female

WANTED -Slenographer and bill-

Ing clerk.

Manufacturing Co, 5-14-1wk-T

il -

Cumberland Macaroni

The Cumberland News

Cumberland Sunday Times
Aug. 13, 1944
p 15

Jan. 15, 1944

p 25

Cumberland Evening Times
May 10, 1944
p13



1945

Cumberland Evening Times
Jan.3, 1945
p8

The Cumberland News
Oct. 8, 1945
p8



After the war, the strikes resumed 1n earnest — all 19 46
over Cumberland and all over the country.

The Cumberland News
June 24, 1946
p 10

Cumberland Evening Times
June 24, 1946
pa



The Cumberland News
June 28, 1946
p 24

The Cumberland News
Oct. 14, 1946
p9



1947

Cumberland Evening Times
Feb. 13, 1947

p5

Wage Offer Approved
By Macaroni Union

Workers Tnlon, CIO, have ratificd
a campany olfer of a Lwo-cent hour-
ly inerense, J. L. McDermoll, nmon

sresident, reported last night.

;esponse to tke union's request

Vembers of Local 1132, Macaroni]lan Increasc under ibe reopen

The increase was offered. by th
Sumberiand Macaront Company

Jause in .the contract, he add
Che present agreement expires Ma
1. '

o"“Flavor-Crushed"” for riches,
more full-bodied taste.

Since 1837




22--HELP WANTED-FEMALE

= 1948

EXPERIENCED girls for factory wnr:

nea appearance and

references. Apply

in person Cumberland Macaronl MIZr. || the cumberland News

Co., 31 Thomas St.

May 3, 1948

e == s e e p8

Strike Threat
At Local Plant

Tocal '1132, TUnited Mecaron!
Workers, C1O0, has threatcned =
strike at the Cumberland Macaroni
Company plant August 7 if a con-
tact agreement is not rcacked by,

that time,

According to Isaac Gable, union
presiden:, the local has rejected
two company offers. James A. Hol-

den_ federal conclliator, has entered
the -picture but at the moment ro
further meetings are scheduled.
" The union, Gable said, sceks & 30-

cent' an- hour increase and three
additional paid holidays. The com-
pany made an offer of three centg
and one additional paid hollday,
This was rejected. : =

An offer of five cents was made
by the company along Wwith onc
more holiday* makiug a total of
three instead of the five sought
by the union. Gable repotted the
last offer was rejected by a more
than a two to one vote and a 30
day- strike notice was presented.

Ralph - Nevy, spesking for the
company, said about 35 are employ-
ed. He sald pepotiations started in
Mzsy,

Negotiations At '

Kelly Resumed

Cumberland Evening Times
July 12, 1948

p9

The Cumberland News
July 13, 1948

p5



Cumberland Evening Times
July 29, 1948
p 15

The Cumberland News
Aug. 7, 1948
p 16

Macaroni Meefing May
Be Held Next Week

An official of the Cumberland
Macaroni Company said yesterday
there have been no significant de-
velopments in contract negotiations
with Local 1132, United Macaroni
Workers of America, CIO, this
week.

The union’s 30-day strike notice
will expire today.

A company official said he believ-
ed a meeting would be arranged
between the company and union
next week and said James A. Hol-
den, federal conciliator, may attend
the session.

The 35 workers have rejected a
company offer of five cents an hour
increase and an additional holiday.
Negotiations began on the basis of a
30 cent boost and three more paid
holidays.

The union last night wvoted to
continue work during negotiations.

Officers elected at a meeting of
the local last night were Donald B.
Scharf, president; Robert Wagner,
vice president, and Thomas Fran-
ciosi, recording secretary.




The Cumberland News
Aug. 27, 1948
p 32



Cumberland Evening Times
Dec. 1, 1950
p13

Cumberland
Macaroni —
a 100 percent
union shop!

1950
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Macaroni Contract
Talks Are Planned

Pederal Conciliator C. Stanley

. The Cumberland News
July 11, 1951
P8

Clevenger, Winchester, Va., report-
ed last night he has arranged a
joint meeting tonight between Local |
1132, Macaroni Workers (CIO), and |
the Cumberland Macaroni Com-

pany.

He said the union asked the Con-|
ciliation Service to aid in contract |

talks at the local plant.

J

Robert J. Brylke, Baltimore, CIO Cumberland Evening Times
representative, is in charge of union Dec. 4, 1951

negotiations,

] p 17

Wage Differentials
Approved By WSB

Shift differential payments at
thq Cumberland Macoron! Company
were approved yesterday by the
Pourth Regional Wage Stabllization
Board,’ Richmond, Va,

Included was a two to four-cent
shift differential for about 35 work-
ers on the second and third shifls,
They are members of Local 1132,
Macaronl Workers (CIO).




1958

The Cumberland News
Sept. 12, 1958
p31

Edward Nevy, son of Louis and
[talina, 1s now handling union
negotiations.

This is the last article I could find
about the macaroni workers union,
although they may have continued
under a different name.

The Cumberland News
Sept. 13, 1958
p6



