
Macaroni workers of the world 
unite!

My eyes would glaze over in high school social studies class whenever 
we covered the American labor movement. 

Later it became more alive to me through the folk songs of Joan Baez 
and Pete Seeger.

But now, when I research the newspapers and see how it affected the 
Cumberland Macaroni Manufacturing Company, it suddenly hits home.

Can’t help but think what a sea change it must have been for the Nevy 
brothers who started the macaroni business in 1916 and, twenty-two 

years later, suddenly were faced with a whole new way 
of dealing with their workers, some of whom may have been family and 

friends of the family.

Another thought that came to mind was how, while we enjoyed our 
visits to Cumberland, swimming at Minke’s, going to Constitution Park, 

relishing Nonnie’s cooking and those sweet summer evenings by her rock 
garden, all the while poor Nonno was dealing with disgruntled workers 
and a plodding government bureaucracy. His after-dinner walks with us 

must have helped him relax (I hope).

I’m including the headlines for historical background, from two major 
wars to the Middle East to the red scare to the civil rights movement.

Joan Lander



Cumberland Evening Times
Sept.23, 1941 
p 6

Ten weeks before the 
attack on Pearl Harbor

This is the earliest 
reference I found for the 
United Macaroni Workers 
union at the Cumberland 
Macaroni Mfg. Company, 
although the workers 
had apparently already 
organized three years 
earlier under the 
American Federation of 
Labor.

Now it was a CIO affiliate 
(Congress of Industrial 
Organizations).

As progressive as they 
were, neither of these 
labor groups supported 
equal pay for women.
(see article at right)

1941



Once the war started, the CIO and its 
affiliated unions pledged to eliminate 

strikes (altho that pledge was often 
broken). The Cumberland factory 
workers got behind the war effort.

Cumberland Evening Times
Dec. 8, 1942
p 13

1942



The Cumberland News
Aug. 27, 1943
p 16

Cumberland Evening Times
Aug. 26, 1943

p 9

The union organizing must 
have made for some interesting 
dynamics in a small(ish) town like 
Cumberland.  There was even a 
Grassi negotiating opposite the 
Nevy brothers. 

The union sent a message
back to the home country.

1943
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The pledge to eliminate wartime strikes meant that wage disputes between the 
union and the factory had to go to arbitration with government labor boards. 

The lowest paid worker at the factory made less than 50 cents an hour.



1944

Cumberland Sunday Times
Aug. 13, 1944

p 15

Cumberland Evening Times
May 10, 1944
p 13

The Cumberland News
May 18, 1944

p 17

The Cumberland News
Jan. 15, 1944

p 25



1945

The Cumberland News
Oct. 8, 1945
p 8

Cumberland Evening Times
Jan.3, 1945

p 8



1946After the war, the strikes resumed in earnest — all 
over Cumberland and all over the country.

Cumberland Evening Times
June 24, 1946
p 4

The Cumberland News
June 24, 1946
p 10



The Cumberland News
Oct. 14, 1946
p 9

The Cumberland News
June 28, 1946
p 24



1947

Cumberland Evening Times
Feb. 13, 1947

p 5



1948

Cumberland Evening Times
July 12, 1948
p 9

The Cumberland News
May 3, 1948
p 8

The Cumberland News
July 13, 1948
p 5



Cumberland Evening Times
July 29, 1948
p 15

The Cumberland News
Aug. 7, 1948

p 16



The Cumberland News
Aug. 27, 1948

p 32



1950

Cumberland Evening Times
Dec. 1, 1950

p 13

Cumberland 
Macaroni —
a 100 percent
union shop!



1951

Cumberland Evening Times
Dec. 4, 1951

p 17

The Cumberland News
July 11, 1951
p 8



1958

The Cumberland News
Sept. 12, 1958
p 31

The Cumberland News
Sept. 13, 1958

p 6

Edward Nevy, son of Louis and 
Italina, is now handling union 
negotiations. 

This is the last article I could find 
about the macaroni workers union, 
although they may have continued 
under a different name.


