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Another priceless gem has recently surfaced in the Nevy family — a letter 
Nonno (Ralph Nevy) sent to Nonnie (Erminia Nevy) back in 1915 from Leadville, 
Colorado. Nonnie was staying in Denver at the time. They had just been married 
in Pennsylvania in January of that year. Family stories say they decided to leave 
the Nevy brothers’ store in Vintondale and strike out for new horizons. They 
both worked in Denver, but Nonno had gone on to Leadville seeking new job 
possibilities.

Christine Albetta gave a copy of this letter to Janet Orsinger McIntyre, who gave 
it to Barbara Orsinger Adolfson’s daughter Kristin to share with all of the Nevy 
family. This letter was written over a hunded years ago!

The envelope says “Leadville Colorado, the top of the world. Souvenir folder.” So 
it may have contained some postcards of the area. The stamp on the envelope says 
U.S. postage - 1 cent. 

There’s also a picture on the front of the envelope showing Mount Elbert. This is 
one of the mountain peaks that Carol Lander climbed a couple years ago. The 
letter has revealed some connections and opened new questions. 

Read on!



The flap says:
From: Ralph Nevy

Leadville, Colo





Here is the body of the letter from Ralph to Erminia. Sandra Nevy did the English 
translation. She wasn’t able to make out all the words that Nonno wrote, but here is 
her best guess.

(Sandra says this could also be translated as “I have arrived in Leadville.”) 



Ralph’s letter is addressed to
Mrs. Erminia Nevy, 2141 California St, Denver, Colorado

I did some research into the city directories for Denver for the year 1915, but 
couldn’t find anything with that address on California Street. I thought maybe it 
might have been a boarding house where Nonnie stayed. Perhaps it was a private 
residence, maybe the house of a fellow Italian. Does anyone remember Nonnie’s 
stories of her time in Denver?

Here are some city listings from the time. 



Here are more of the Denver city listings from 1915. Looks like the Italian 
Catholics were segregated from the other Catholics, even in the American West. 

Of course all those Italians
had to have their pasta!



Some scenes of Denver during 
the time Nonnie and Nonno 

were there. 

Denver is where Ralph and Erminia wanted to invest in land, but the Nevy 
brothers called them back to help with their new macaroni factory in Cumberland, 
Maryland.

swimmers at 
Lakeside 
amusement park

17th street, Denver

a water park!



The return address on 
Ralphs’s letter is 

146 West Chestnut, 
Leadville, Colo.

Interestingly, he lived on a street called “Chestnut”. His hilltop home in Bergotto is 
called “Castagna,” which is the Italian word for chestnut. Chestnut trees cover the 
mountainside there. Chestnut flour is made from the nuts and then used to make 
those pancakes (pattona) that Florence Lander loved so much when she visited Italy 
as a child.

A street scene of 
Leadville taken 

in 1904, 
about a decade 
before Ralph

got there.

A Leadville 
street scene 
taken by Carol 
Lander in 2014. 
Tony and Laura 
Lander also 
visited here 
years ago. 
Following in the 
footsteps of our 
ancestors!



Carol researched the address where Nonno was living (146 West Chestnut, 
Leadville, Colorado) and found it was the address for a saloon owned by Joe 
Martinelli. That name Martinelli rang a bell. I remember seeing a sign “Casa 
Martinelli” in Ralph’s home town of Bergotto when we visited Italy in the year 
2000. It could be that the Martinelli brothers whom Nonno might have known 
in Italy had emigrated to the U.S., but instead of settling in Pennsylvania or other 
eastern states like the Nevy family, they went out west to Colorado. 

I thought perhaps the Martinellis could have written Nonno, encouraging him to 
come out to Colorado, saying they had set up a saloon and boarding house to serve 
the lead and zinc miners, and that they could give him employment.

However, according to Sandra’s translation of the letter, Nonno writes, “There are 
no Italians staying here, but it is easy to find work with the Americans.”

I find this intriguing: surely Nonno would have known that he was living in a 
boarding house/hotel owned by fellow Italians. The Martinellis opened it in 1893. 
Perhaps they no longer owned it when Nonno was there in 1915? This history 
needs further investigation!



Here’s a news article about Martinelli’s, the boarding house/hotel in Leadville 
where Nonno stayed. It later became the Crystal Palace. I’ve typed up the text of 
the story so it’s more readable (see next page).



This rambling old structure on the corner of Pine and Chestnut for many years was 
a large part of Leadville’s history. Built around 1880 the wooden hotel building had 
many owners and several names but it seems to have always been used as a saloon 
and a hotel boarding house.

It was most noted as the locale of the famed Wurlitzer Pian-Orchestra that is now 
being offered for sale by a collector of $65,000. Another part of Leadville’s history 
more valuable to others than to ourselves.

The Crystal Palace has had many owners among whom were Frank Germon, Joe and 
Louis Martinelli, Rudolph Sayer, Louis Matekel, John Bernat and Mary Bailey. There 
were others.

It also had a number of names with the one most remembered by the older folks 
being Martinelli’s. It was also called Bernat’s and lastly the Crystal Palace.

The structure was torn down in the early 1960’s after the rear had been damaged in 
an arson inspired fire that sent several people to jail.

The bar was on the left, the center door led to the hotel rooms upstairs while the 
entrance to the right was for the kitchen.

This is just another part of the history of Leadville written now only in memories of 
our residents.

It’s In the Ice Palace Park now



Leadville, Colorado
“The Top of the World”

Nonno’s 
postcard shows 
a small photo of 
Mt. Elbert in the 
distance. It’s the 
highest summit 
in the Rocky 
Mountains 
and the 
highest point 
in Colorado, 
14,440 feet. 

But I remember Nonno saying he couldn’t take the high elevation and thin air of 
Leadville (at 10,000 feet, the highest city in the country), and that’s why he returned 
to Nonnie in Denver. I always thought that interesting, since he was born and raised 
in the Apennine mountains of Italy. Then I realized those mountains are only 6,000 
feet high. On the other hand, he did his military training in the Alps! Carol said she 
wasn’t bothered by the high elevation when she climbed Mt. Elbert, but found she 
had to move slower. 

Carol Lander climbed 
to the summit a 

couple years ago. She 
wondered if maybe 

Nonno had also 
hiked the mountain 

when he was living in 
Leadville.



The Top of the Rockies Byway, designated a National Scenic Byway in 1998, is a 
highway that travels 75 miles starting in Aspen and traveling through Leadville 
to either Minturn or Copper Mountain. 

Seldom dropping below 9,000 feet, it is literally at the top of the Rockies. It 
drives over three mountain passes that are above 10,000 feet and there are 
views of six mountains of over 14,000 feet. 

The Top of the Rockies byway runs through three National Forests: the Pike, 
Arapahoe, and White River National Forests. 

The Camp Hale Memorial is located along the byway, where 
soldiers trained on skis to fight in the Apennine Mountains of 
Italy during World War II.

from Wikipedia

Another “Italian connection”
with the Leadville area!

The article below says that soldiers trained there before going off to fight in the 
Apennine Mountains of Italy in World War II.



And that’s 
the end of 
the story!

...for now.
I leave you with Nonnie’s words:
Baci cari a che Dio ti benedica.

Joan Lander



Wait!
Just one more

beautiful image 
before I sign off. 
It has nothing 
to do with this 

story.



Lake of Barrea
Abruzzo
Italy


